World War I

Lesson 2-  War Stories:  Learning History by Listening 
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‘The conversation of a lifetime.

Celebrate the
National Day of
Listening
November 28,
2008 >

Listening is the
greatest gift.

Our mission is to honor and celebrate one another’s
lives through listening.

Since 2003, over 35,000 everyday people have shared lfe stories with family
and friends in our StoryBooths. Each conversation is recorded on a free CD to
share, and is preserved at the Library of Congress. Millions listen to our
broadcasts on public radio and the web. StoryCorps is one of the largest oral
history projects of ts kind.
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Stay tuned for special

programming
on NPR on the week of
Thanksgiving. Listen to your
favorite hosts conduct Do-it-
yourself interviews with family
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Part 1: National Public Radio’s Story Corp Project

Problem:  You are a reporter for your school newspaper.  Veteran’s Day is coming up, and the editor wants to have a page dedicated to the sacrifices made by veterans who have fought in foreign wars.  

You’ve heard people talk about “war stories” and you wonder what a true war story is really like.  So, you check out some links on the Internet and find NPR’s Story Corp Project.

       ***   ***   ***   ***   ***

Below is a list of links from National Public Radio’s Story Corp Project.  The Story Corp Project is the “largest oral history project of its kind.”  All Story Corp recordings are archived in the Library of Congress.  Everyday people take part in Story Corp to share their story.  They enter a sound booth and record a brief conversation with a loved one or a friend.

Below is a list of links to several war stories.  The first link is to a story about the Iraq War, and the others are stories about the Vietnam War.  There is one story about World War II.  Using a pair of headsets, listen to each story.  If you’d like to, listen to them more than once. Let their personal histories help you understand the experiences people have during war.
Iraq War

http://www.storycorps.net/listen/stories/rebecca-fuller-and-jenny-francis 
Vietnam War

http://www.storycorps.net/listen/stories/brian-delate-and-tirsa-delate 

http://www.storycorps.net/listen/stories/brian-delate-and-tirsa-delate 

http://www.storycorps.net/listen/stories/tom-geerdes-and-hannah-campbell 

http://www.storycorps.net/listen/stories/carol-and-robert-harllee 

World War II

http://www.storycorps.net/listen/stories/leon-and-angela-may 

Part 2:  Consider It All

Take a few moments to quietly reflect upon what you’ve heard.  Jot down some feelings you have after hearing these stories.  Make notes about any connections you can make between what you’ve heard in these stories and what you have already learned about WWI.

Write a personal reflection.  Writing in first person:

· Share your personal feelings, your reaction, to hearing people tell war stories

· Explain how hearing these stories has helped you to better understand the experience of war

· Write about connections you can make in your mind between the information you have already learned about WWI, and the experiences you have just heard

Rubric for Part 2 of this activity:

	Skill
	Points Possible
	Points Earned
	Comments

	The personal reflection includes:

*at least one paragraph in which the student shares their feelings and reactions to hearing people tell war stories

*at least one paragraph about how hearing these stories has helped them to better understand the experience of war

*at least one paragraph about connections that can be made from the Story Corp stories and the data we have already learned about the war experience
	10

10

10
	
	

	Total 
	30
	
	


Part 3:  Conduct an Interview

You have listened to several conversations about peoples’ experiences in war, and you’re feeling quite intrigued.  You decide to conduct some interviews yourself in order to gather more anecdotal information about people’s experiences in war.

Your school newspaper’s sponsoring teacher likes your idea and sets up an interview between you and a veteran of a foreign war.  

***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***

You will actually be interviewing an actual veteran who will come to our school to take part in this project.  Four interviews will take place at a time, one in each corner of the computer lab.  As you conduct the interview, you will be using a microphone to record the interview on Audacity, and then saving it as a .wav file.  The .wav file will be turned into your teacher’s hand-in folder.

Following is a list of questions that you will use during the interview.

1. In which war did you serve?

2. Where were you stationed?

3. What were your roles and responsibilities?

4. What are your personal feelings about the philosophy for our country being involved in that war?

5. Who were the family members that you left behind?

6. How often were you able to communicate with your family members?

7. Through what means did you communicate with your family members back home?

8. What is the most positive memory of your war experience?

9. What memories do you have about returning home?

10. What are you doing now?

Because you are recording the interview, you will be able to go back and listen to it as many times as you’d like, so you do not need to write down the answers being given to you.

Part 4:  Write the Article

You have now listened to many war stories.  Use the information in the interview you conducted as well as the stories you listened to on NPR’s Story Corp Project as the basis of a 700-1,000 word article honoring veterans on Veterans Day.

Rubric for this portion of the assignment:

	Skill
	Points Possible
	Points Earned
	Comments

	The student conducted their interview with a veteran showing the veteran the utmost respect, kindness, and sincerity.


	30
	
	

	The interview was saved as a .wav file and turned into the hand-in folder
	15
	
	

	Newspaper Article

*between 700-1000 words

*based upon the war stories heard in the Story Corp Project and the interview conducted with a veteran

*honors veterans and shows respect for their service and sacrifice
	20

50

50


	
	

	Uses proper grammar, punctuation, & spelling.
	15
	
	

	Total
	180
	
	


